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NAINFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  for  the  year  1952 


Tot  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Wainford  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1952. 

Statistics  -  The  statistics  which  may  be  regarded  as  a  record  of  the 
physical  health  remain  satisfactory. 

The  Population  has  fallen  slightly.  On  the  other  hand  there  are 
more  inhabited  houses. 


There  were  nine  fewer  births  than  in  1951.  As  in  1951,  there  were 
three  dee.ths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  The  maternal  mortality 

rate  was  again  nil. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  shows  an  increase  of  sixteen  on  the  previous 
year.  It  so  happens  that  there  were  sixteen  more  deaths  this  year  from 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels.  This  is  the  commonest  cause  of 
death  throughout  the  country.  As  the  average  age  of  the  population 
increases,  more  deaths  will  be  attributable  to  this  cause. 


There  was  no  outbreak  of  serious  infectious  disease,  apart  from 
a  crop  of  measles  cases  in  the  area  around  All  Saints  during  the  summer. 

The  position  with  regand  to  tuberculosis  showed  little  change  * 
throughout  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease  during 
1952  and  only  one  fresh  case  was  notified  as  arising  in  the  district. 


The  year’s  progress  in  connection  with  housing,  water,  sewerage 
and  food  hygiene  are  fully  reported  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  but  the 
following  items  are  of  special  importances™ 


Housing  -  Following  the  Council's  decision  that  there  should  be  no 
further  long  term  letting  of  emergency  accommodation  on  tho  three 
Airfields  the  number  of  families  housed  in  these  hutments  was  reduced 
from  21 2  to  159.  The  reduction  continues  and  will  soon  be  down  to  an 
''irreducible  minimum1’.  The  problem  of  this  "irreducible  minimum"  is 
one  of  the  difficulties  of  the  future. 


Water  -  In  January  1952  there  occurred  in  an  adjoining  Rural  District 
the  death  of  an  infant  caused  by tho  poisonous  effect  of  a  large  quantity 
of  naturally  occurring  nitrate  in  the  household’s  well  water.  There  is 
a  varying  level  of  nitrate  in  most  of  the  shallow  wells  in  this  part  of 
the  Country.  As  a  preventive  measure  arrangements  were  made  between 
District  Councils  and  the  County  Council  that  the  Countjf  Health  Department 
would  notify  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  District  Councils  of 
expected  births  so  that  the  drinking  water  supplies  could  be  investigated 
before  the  births  of  infants.  Where  the  nitrate  level  of  the  water 
exceeded  20  parts  per  million  the  household  were  directed  to  a  known  safe 
supply  for  use  for  infant  feeding  purposes  until  the  child  reached  the  age 
of  one  year.  During  1952  the  scheme  worked  reasonably  well.  A  close 
watch  has  been  r.ecessary  however,  in  order  not  to  miss  infants  who  were 
born  in  other  areas  and  whose  families  moved  into  the  district.  Of  62 
samples  submitted  for  analysis  of  nitrate  level, 25  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory  for  use  for  infant  feeding  purposes.  In  North  Cove  it 
was  necessary  to  take  samples  from  several  wells  before  a  safe  supply 
could  be  recommended. 
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Sewerage  -  The  Sanitary  Inspector  draws  attention  to  problems  in 
this  connection  in  his  report.  Unfortunately,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  drainage,  much  of  Wainford  is  flat  land  and,  in  addition,  the  soil 
may  also  be  heavy.  These  two  factors  add  to  the  possibility  of  producing 
nuisances  in  ditches.  It  is  worth  investigating  carefully  at  this  stage 
as  the  introduction  of  piped  water  supplies  and  the  consequent  increased 
waste  water  for  disposal  is  going  to  aggravate  the  matter  further,  and, 
in  some  cases,  local  sewerage  treatment  schemes  may  be  advisable. 

Refuse  Collection  -  The  provision  of  a  refuse  collection  service  at 
least  once  a  fortnight  in  all  pants  of  the  Rural  District  is  a  matter 
for  satisfaction  as  this  is  not  achieved  in  all  other  districts. 


General  Statistics 


Area 

44? 871  acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 

6,940 

(mid  1952) 

Number -of  inhabited  houses 

2,151 

Rateable  value 

£20,302. 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£70.  15. 

Od. 

Vital  Statistics 

Males 

Female  s 

Total 

Live  births 

58 

66 

124 

(Illegitimate  births) 

(S) 

(-) 

(8) 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

17.9 

Rate  per  1,000  population  England  &  Wales 

15.3 

Comparability  factor 

1.1 

Still  births  ( Logit imate) 

3 

— 

3 

Still  births  (Illegitimate) 

- 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

24.2 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

0.43 

Rate  per  1,000  population  England  1  Wales 

0.35 

Maternal  Mortality  Nil. 

Infantile  Mortality 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

1 

2 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

24.2 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  (England  &  Wales) 

22.6 

Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

13.3 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

11.3 

(England  &  Wales) 

Comparability  factor 

0.83 
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Causes  of  Dearth 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  disease  of  stomach 

1 

1 

Malignant  disease  of  lung 

2 

— 

2 

Malignant  disease  of  breast 

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  disease 

8 

3 

11 

Leukaemia 

— 

2 

2 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

Lesions  of  blood  vessels  of  the  nervous 

6 

3 

9 

system 

Coronary  heart  disease  (angina) 

5 

5 

10 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

23 

8 

31 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

3 

5 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis 

1 

— 

1 

Enlargement  of  prostate 

1 

«» 

1 

Congenital  abnormality 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 

1 

3 

4 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

Suicide 

_2 

_2 

34 

2S 

1951 

(48) 

(28) 

(76) 

Infectious  Disease 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  dis 

ease  were 

notified 

during 

the  year;- 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Measles 

29 

32 

61 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

4 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  following  cases  were  on 

.  the 

registers- 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

9 

5 

14 

N on- pulmonary 

/ 

S.L 

7 

11 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following 

cases  were 

on  the  register?- 

Pulmonary 

9 

5 

14 

N on-  pulmonar y 

5 

7 

12 

During  the  years- 

One  male  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  ins  notified  but  tho  family 
subsequently  removed  to  Norwich. 

One  male  case  of  non- pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  added  to  the  register* 
This  was  an  inward  transfer  from  another  area. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information 
in  respect  of  the  Rural  District  for  1952;- 


Number  of  pre-school  children  immunised 
Number  of  school  children  immunised 
Number  of  re- inforcing  (booster)  injections 


86 

1 

61 
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In  previous  years  it  has  been  possible  to  express  as  a  percentage 
the  number  of  children  living  in  the  district  who  have  been  immunised 
against  diphtheria.  Unfortunately  the  Registrar  General  is  no  longer 
able  to  supply  estimates  of  child  populations  in  County  Districts  and 
this  percentage  cannot  be  given. 

Under  the  present  scheme  it  is  esirable  that  every  infant  should 
have  its  primary  immunisation  (two  injections)  between  the  ages  of  eight 
months  and  one  year.  A  further  re- inforcing  (booster)  injection  is 
advisable  on  reaching  the  age  of  admission  to  a  primary  school.  Last 

year,  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  fewer  children  were  being  immunised 
against  diphtheria  and  the  County  Health  Department  has  increased  its 
propaganda  urging  parents  to  avail  themselves  of  the  services  provided. 
Immunisation  may  be  carried  out  by  the  family  doctor  or  at  one  of  the 
County  Council’s  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  Immunisation  facilities  are  also 
available  at  schools  on  the  occasion  of  routine  inspections  by  the  Medical 
Officer. 


Milk 


The  County  Council  Public  Health  Staff  took  samples  of  milk  from  the 
herds  of  producers  and  of  these s- 

45  were  found  to  be  free  from  brucella  organisms  and  tubercle  bacilli. 
6  were  found  to  contain  brucella  organisms.  (2  of  these  6  samples  were 
from  the  same  herd) . 

Lone  were  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 


In  four  cases,  where  brucella  organisms  were  found,  the  milk  was 
already  being  sent  for  pasteurisation.  The  producers  were  advised  that 
no  formal  action  would  be  necessary  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
so  long  as  the  milk  was  sent  for  heat  treatment. 


In  two  cases,  where  the  milk  was  already  being  sold  raw,  formal 
restriction  orders,  requiring  heat  treatment  before  sale,  were  issued. 

By  the  end  of  1952  the  milk  from  ten  producers  was  in  need  of  heat 
treatment  owing  to  brucella  infection  having  been  discovered  at  some  time 
in  the  past. 

Food  Poisoning 

There  were  no  notified  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Section  47  of  this  Act  deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  to  an 
institution  of  persons  who,  by  reason  of  physical  incapacity,  or  other 
cause,  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves.  In  no  case  was  if  found 
necessary  to  take  action  under  this  Section  during  1952. 


Factories  Act,  1937  and  194G 


The  following  details  have  been  abstracted  from  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Labour  and  National  Service:- 


Number  of  factories  with  Mechanical  Power 
Number  of  factories  without  Mechanical  Power 

Number  of  inspections  made 
Number  of  defects  found 
Number  of  outworkers 


4 

5  (temporary  sites  of 
Building  operations) 

8 

1 

1 


1  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servrnt, 

J.  B.  Kb  PSHAW 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


WAINFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  for  the  year  1952 

Council  Offices, 
1,  Belly gate, 
Beccles. 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Public  Health  &  General  Purposes  Committee 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  seventh  Annual  Report  as  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

The  year  was  one  of  steady  progress  more  particularly  in  the  field 
of  water  supply  and  rodent  control  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  his  support  in  the  various  problems  of  environ¬ 
mental  health. 


HOUSING: 


The  emphasis  during  the  year  was  again  on  the  building  of  new 
Council  Houses,  36  of  which  were  completed  bringing  tho  total  to  238. 


One  demolition  order  was  quashed  on  application  to  the  County  Court 
by  the  Council.  Two  condemned  houses  became  vacant  and  were  not  relet 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  lack  of  progress  in  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  occupied  condemned  houses  is  possibly  due  to  the  prior  claims 
of  other  applicants  for  Council  Houses  in  some  parishes  and  in  others 
to  the  unwillingness  of  the  occupiers  to  accept  Council  Houses.  Also 
owing  to  the  absence  of  low  rented  alternative  accommodation  certain 
properties  havo  become  H owner  occupiod15  and  it  has  not  been  considered 
expodiont  to  onforae  demolition. 


Several  enquiries  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  with  regard  to 
improvement  grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949.  In  seme  cases  the  work 
proposed  was  not  eligible  for  grant  and  in  others  there  was  difficulty 
in  complying  with  the  sixteen  structural  conditions.  However,  one 
application  was  approved  by  the  Council  and  submitted  to  the  appropriate 
Government  Department  to  await  r a  tifi cation. 


Requisitioned  Property  -  The  number  of  families  housed  in  emergency 
accommodation  on  the  three  Airfields  continued  to  give  cause  for  concern. 
The  number  of  such  licencees  occupying  hutments  at  the  end  of  the  year 
stood  at  159j  a  reduction  of  53  during  the  year. 

Two  private  houses  were  released  from  requisition  leaving  three 
still  under  requisition  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Extract  from  the  Housing  Return  made  to  the  County  Council 


1.  Housing  Surveys 

(a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  during  the  year 

for  all  purposes  80 

(b)  Total  number  of  houses  in  which  sanitary  defects 

were  found.  53 

(c)  Number  of  houses  which  are  still  occupied  for 

human  habitation  -  (either  under  licence  or 
otherwise)  and  in  respect  of  which  demolition  or 
clearance  orders  have  been  made  61  + 


+  in  respect  of  67  original  dwellings 
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II •  Summary  of  action  taken  during  1952 

A.  Under  Public  Health  Acts  -  Formal 

(a)  1'iumber  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied.  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
defects  were  remedied  (By  owners)  after  service 

of  formal  notices  Nil 

B.  Under  Housing  acts  -  Formal 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

repair  notices  were  served  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  as  a 

result  of  notices  served  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
demolition  orders  were  made. 

(i)  Individually  unfit  -  Nil 

(ii)  in  Clearance  areas  -  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
persuance  of  orders  made 

(i)  Individually  unfit  -  Nil 

(ii)  in  Clearance  areas  -  Nil 

•  ••  •••  •  •  • 

V .  Housing  Act.  1936.  Part  IV.  -  Overcrowding 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

Year .  14 

Acting  taken  under  Public  Health  legislation 

Number  of  recorded  complaints  41 

Number  of  premises  dealt  with  by  informal  notice  91 

Number  of  premises  at  which  informal  notices  were  19 
complied  with. 


In  addition  to  nuisances  abated,  the  above  figures  include  12 
premises  at  which  piped  water  was  provided  and  2  premises  at  which 
new  drainage  was  laid. 

WATER  SUPPLY i 

Quantity  -  Water  continued  to  be  supplied  by  roadside  cisterns  in 
the  parishes  of  Barsham  and  St.  Michael.  In  the  former  case  the  public 
well  supplying  13  houses  at  Barsham  City  has  failed  and  in  the  latter  case 
the  public  well  at  St.  Michael's  Common  has  a  limited  yield. 

The  number  of  public  wells  has  now  been  reduced  to  22  consequent 
upon  main  laying  operations  and  all  these  wells  are  fitted  with  hand  pumps. 

Quality  -  Chemical  -  Ferruginous  water  remains  a  problem  in  the 
District  where  boreholes  and  deep  wells  are  in  use  but  it  is  not  an 
economic  proposition  to  ronovo  the  iron  other  than  at  large  pumping 
stations.  This  is  in  fact  about  to  be  done  at  the  Holton  waterworks 
which  supplies  Zone  III  where  it  is  proposed  to  install  a  rust  removal 
plant  combined  with  chlorination  apparatus. 

Quality  -  Nitrate  -  The  nitrate  content  of  well  water  has  been  under 
investigation  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  new  scheme  which 
started  in  March  for  the  prevention  of  well  water  cyanosis  in  infants. 

62  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  with  the  following  results 

Dangerous  -  3»  Unsafe  -  12.  Doubtful  -  10,  Safe  -  37. 
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Quality  -  Bacterial  -  52  samples  were  examined  during  the  year 
(20  in  1951)  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  or  Public  Analyst 
and  the  following  13  results  were  unsatisfactory 

Private  wells  -  10.  Public  wells  -  2.  Piped  supplies  -  6. 

Ox  the  10  polluted  private  wells  4  were  found  as  a  result  of  a 
sampling  survey  in  connection  with  routing  of  proposed  water  mains  in 
Mettingham. 

Three  unsatisfactory  reports  were  from  2  wells  in  Worlingham  and 
two  repeat  reports  from  the  same  well  in  Mettingham. 

One  well  in  Sotherton  was  proved  to  be  polluted  serving  7  houses 
and  the  owner  has  now  provided  a  tap  from  the  now  watermain  outside. 

The  consumers  of  the  polluted  wells  were  advised  to  boil  the  water 
before  uso. 


The  six  unsatisfactory  reports  on  public  piped  supplies  were  not 
serious  -  four  were  from  new  mains  in  Zone  I  before  being  put  into 
service  and  subsequent  sampling  revealed  that  flushing  out  of  the  mains 
had  had  the  desired  effect.  The  remaining  two  suspicious  reports  were 
from  the  St.  Lawrence  water  mains  and  a  subsequent  chemical  analysis 
proved  that  the  contamination  was  due  to  new  machinery  at  the  pumping 
station. 

The  two  unsatisfactory  reports  on  the  public  wells  at  St.  James 
and  Blacksmiths  Common,  St.  Andrew  show  that  seasonal  pollution  still 
takes  place.  A  safe  alternative  water  supply  has  been  available  for 
some  years  at  St.  James,  the  Council  having  provided  a  piped  supply  by 
standpipe  from  a  private  borehole  nearby.  Nevertheless  warning  notices 
have  been  erected  at  both  public  wells  advising  the  boiling  of  water 
before  use. 

The  Council  maintain  ten  pumping  stations  in  their  piped  supply 
areas,  all  of  which  obtain  water  from  a  borehole  at  each  station  except 
in  the  case  of  the  Council  Housing  Estate  at  Bar sham  which  is  supplied 
by  a  shallow  well.  These  nine  borehole  sources  produce  water  which  is 
consistently  safe  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  undesirable  physical 
characteristics  of  the  water  so  produced,  there  is  no  necessity  for 
treatment  apart  from  the  safety  first  precaution  of  chlorination  which 
is  desirable  in  the  larger  areas  of  supply. 

Pioed  supplies  -  The  Council  have  now  completed  the  first  two  stages 
of  their  new  water  schemes.  Approximately  25  miles  of  new  asbestos 
cement  water  pipes  have  been  laid  in  Zones  I  and  III,  comprising  the 
parishes  of  Flixton,  Homer sfield,  St,  Cross,  St .  Margaret  Southelmham, 

All  Saints,  St.  Peter,  Holton,  Blyford,  Sotherton  and  Westhall  (part) . 


The  following  table  of  houses  supplied  with  piped  water  has  been 
prepared  from  information  supplied  by  the  Engineer  and  Rating  Officer;- 


Number  of  Dwellings 

with  available 

supply  of 

mains  water 

Parish 

Private  Supply 

Public 

Standpipe 

Council  Waterworks 

All  Saints 

13 

(10) 

14 

(20) 

Blyford 

13 

- 

— 

•  — 

Flixton 

43 

(19) 

- 

(7) 

Holton 

150 

(88) 

— 

(7) 

Rumburgh 

26 

(20) 

55 

(57) 

St.  Cross 

38 

— 

— 

— 

St.  Lawrence 

15 

(15) 

& 

o 

(8) 

St.  Margaret  S.E. 

29 

— 

- 

St.  Mary  Homer sfield 

30 

- 

- 

- 

St.  Peter 

8 

- 

— 

— 

Sotherton 

14 

— 

— 

— 

379  (152)  77  (99) 
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Cont. 


Parish 

Council  Waterworks 

brought  forward 

Spexhall 
West hall 

Worlingham  (including  16  in  Becclos 

Borough) 

Private  Waterworks 

Ellough  Airfield 


Private  ouoply  Public  Standpipe 


379 

(152) 

77 

(99) 

7 

(7) 

17 

(17) 

40 

— 

— 

— 

75 

(72) 

— 

— 

40 

(40) 

67 

(103) 

541 

(271) 

161 

(219) 

The  previous  years  figures  are  denoted  in  brackets 

No  parish  population  figures  are  available  but  or  estimate  can  bo 
arrived  at  by  allowing  3f  persons  per  house. 


Those  statistics  do  not  give  a  complete  picture  as  the  Council,  in 
addition,  produce  piped  water  from  individual  automatic  pumping  stations 
each  equipped  with  its  own  borehole  or  well,  which  provide  full  water 
services  for  hot  we ter  systems  and  domestic  pur poses  at  the  following 
housing  estates 


Bar sham 
Mettingham 
Red is ham 
Shipmeadow 
W illingham 
Wissett 
Koner sf ield 


8  houses 


12  « 

12  » 

8  ” 

16  ” 

14  " 

4  11  ( now 


dismantled  and  water  taken  from  public 

water  main) . 


To  feed  Zone  I  public  watermain  area,  the  Council  receive  and  boost 
a  bulk  supply  from  Bungay  U.D.C.  In  the  parish  of  Worlingham  a  bulk 
supply  is  taken  from  Beccles  Borough  Council. 


It  is  submitted  that  the  laying  of  waterraains  is  only  half  the  battle 
towards  securing  the  provision  of  ”a  supply  of  wholesome  water  in  pipes 
in  the  house  sufficient  for  the  domestic  purposes  of  the  occupants”. 


Regard  has  had  to  bo  taken  of  the  legal  position  as  laid  down  in  the 
water  Act,  1945  and  to  the  problem  of  the  disposal  of  waste  water  from 
houses. 


In  order  to  secure  the  maximum  number  of  consumers  at  the  earliest 
possible  date,  the  Council  have  provided  free  communication  pipes  to  all 
houses  whose  owners  applied  for  water  before  the  mains  were  actually  laid 
and  as  an  intermediate  step  have  allowed  the  use  of  private  standpipes. 

DRAINAGE  &  SEWERAGE 


No  public  sewers  were  laid  during  the  year  but  individual,  sewerage 
systems  were  constructed  on  parish  housing  estates. 

Two  existing  private  houses  and  twelve  new  Council  Houses  were  connected 
to  the  Holton  village  public  foul  water  sewer  and  three  new  private  houses 
were  connected  to  the  Worlingham  Park  public  sewerage  system. 

Where  houses  discharge  waste  water  to  ditches  and  watercourses  in 
close  oroxinity  to  habitatic n  the  problem  of  nuisance  arises.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  the  land  is  flat  and  impervious  and  pools  of  fluid  grease 
and.  sludge  form  which  not  only  create  a  smell  nuisance  but  breed 
mosquitoes  and  attract  rats. 

In  areas  with  piped  water  supplies  the  problem  will  become  acute  when 
extra  sanitary  fittings  are  installed. 
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In  this  rural  area  there  is  no  easy  solution.  On  the  one  hand 
tiie  provision  of  a  watertight  cesspool  would  solve  the  nuisance  angle 
but  would  lead  to  the  demand  for  costly  cesspool  emptying  service. 

Tne  Council  lay  feel  that  the  financial  burden  of  administering  such  a 
service  is  prohibitive,  bearing  in  mind  that  there  is  very  little  prospect 
of  future  main  drainage  schemes  being  constructed  owing  to  the  low  density 
of  houses. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  therefore  placed  in  a  dilemma,  when  it  is 
necessary  to  report  to  his  Council  on  the  abatement  of  nuisances  arising 
from  foul  or  otherwise  unsatisfactory  drainage. 

ROD  ITT  CCkTROL 


the  j 


ouncil  a  ) pointed 

D,, 


On  the  17th  March  of  the  year  under  review 
a  Rodent  Operative  to  carry  out  their  duties  under  the  Prevention  01 
Damage  by  Pests  hot,  1949.  Under  this  Act  the  Council  have  complete 
responsibility  for  reducing  the  rat  and  mouse  population.  All  occupiers 
of  domestic  property  are  required  to  notify  the  Council  through  their 
officers,  of  the  eresonce  of  rats  and  ice.  7ith  the  appointment  of 
a  rodent  operative  the  Council  are  now  able  to  tackle  the  rodent  menace 
in  a  practical  manner  by  actually  destroying  rats  in  any  particular 
group  of  premises  at  one  and  the  same  tine.  This  service  is  free  for 
domestic  premises  but  a  charge  has  to  be  made  for  places  of  business 
and  farms. 


A  systematic  inspection  of  all  farms,  dwellings  and  business 
premises  was  started  and  continued  throughout  the  year.  Infestations 
found  at  domestic  premises  were  dealt  with  at  the  time  of  inspection 
in  convenient  groups  using  the  latest  poisons  which  aim  at  mass 
extermination  of  all  rats  present  in  the  locality  at  the  time  of 
treatment • 

In  general  no  resistance  to  inspection  Was  encountered  from 
occupiers  of  houses  and  most  farmers  were  co-operative.  Unfortunately 
with  one  rodent  operative  it  has  net  been  possible  to  carry  out  poison 
treatment  to  any  extent  on  farms  and  where  infestations  have  been  found 
it  has  been  necessary  to  refer  the  farmer  to  contractors.  The 
Agricultural  Executive  jommittee  require  to  bo  notified  of  all  infestations 
found  on  agricultural  land  and  premises. 


By  the  end  of  the  year  requests  for  a  further  treatment  were  being 
received  in  respect  of  properties  which  had  become  re- infested.  This 
can  be  taken  a3  an  indication  that  the  service  offered  by  the  Council 
is  proving  its  worth  and  that  successful  visual  results  are  being 
achieved  which  have  an  economic  value  in  reducing  damage  to  buildings 
and  farmlands  and  conserving  the  Country's  food  and  grain  stocks. 

Its  value  to  public  health  and  animal  husbandry  may  not  be  so  obvious 
but  it  is  probably  more  important  than  the  economic  aspect,  as  rats 

-l-i 


O  r-m 


mice  are  known  to  be  a.  reservoir  of  infection  for  various  diseases 
both  in  humans  and  animals.  It  is  known  for  instance  that  rodents 
spread  salmonella  food  poisoning  organisms,  wells  disease  and  other 

s  suspected  that  certain  other  human 
sore-  ',  by  rodents. 


diseases  which  affect  man  and  it 


and  animal  diseases  ar 


Therefore  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  a  continual  reduction 
in  the  rodent  population  will  benefit  both  the  public  health  and  agriculture, 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  reimburse  5^  of  the  cost 
of  the  service.  Detailed  records  are  kept  and  the  following  is  a  summary 
of  the  annual  return  made  to  the  Ministry :- 


notifications 

Ins  sections 

Infestations 

Treatments 

Dwellings 

693 

464 

472 

Faarms 

- 

147 

16 

1 

Others 

4 

34 

17 

16 

63 


1,074 


497 


491 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


A  refuse  collection  service  continues  by  contractor  throughout 
the  entire  district  under  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  supervision.  A 
weekly  backdoor  collection  obtains  in  three  parishes  and  a  fortnightly 
roadside  collection  in  the  remaining  thirty  parishes* 

The  character  of  the  refuse  from  the  fortnightly  round  is  different 
from  the  weekly  round,  the  former  mainly  consisting  of  bottles,  cars  and 
waste  paper*  This  service  assists  in  keeping  the  more  rural  parts  free 
from  unsightly  accumulations  of  these  materials. 

The  public  health  value  of  a  fortnightly  collection  is  limited,  but 
fortunately  the  majority  of  occupiers  of  houses  dispose  of  putrescible 
natter  in  their  own  gardens* 

MILK  SUPPLY 


Number  of  retail  distributors  registered  with  the  sanitary 
authority  with  premises  in  the  Wainford  District.  1 

Number  of  retail  distributors  registered  with  the  sanitary 
authority  with  premises  outside  the  Wainford  District.  2 

Number  of  producer-retailers  registered  with  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  the  Wainford  District.  29  (estimate) 

Number  of  licences  issued  to  sell  graded  milk:- 

Pasteurised  Milk  3 

Tuberculin  Tested  milk  2 

Number  of  bans  on  the  retail  sale  of  raw  milk  8 


From  the  above  statistics  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that,  with  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  Pasteurised  Milk  distributors,  coupled  with  the 
action  taken  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  dealing  with  known 
infected  milk,  the  number  of  families  exposed  to  the  insidious  dangers 
of  raw  milk  has  been  reduced. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


Routine  inspection  of  food  shops  revealed  no  serious  contravention 
of  the  Byelaws.  The  enforcement  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1933  remains 
a  difficulty  in  those  areas  not  supplied  with  piped  water.  No  foodstuffs 
were  found  unfit  for  human  consumption.  One  additional  premises  at 
Westhall  was  registered  for  the  sale  of  prepacked  ice-cream. 


PETROLEUM  AND  CARBIDE  STORAGE 

During  the  year  licences  for  17  additional  petroleum  storage 
installations  were  issued  and  19  licences  were  renewed  (18  for  petroleum 
and  1  carbide  storage)  . 

BURIALS  -  Section  50*  National  Assistance  Act,  19 A3 

The  Council  were  called  upon  to  arrange  the  funeral  and  burial  of 
a  local  resident  who  was  killed  in  a  road  accident  in  the  Parish  of  Blyford 

W.  A.  COLLINS. 

Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


